Development in rural areas can often be a means through which the
viability of local services and amenities can be sustained and
strengthened. In the following appeal, a package of measures to
encourage cycling to nearby amenities and commuting by rail
contributed to a positive outcome.

Property developer Woolbro Group wanted to redevelop a tennis centre in
South Nutfield, Surrey, and transform the site into 23 apartments. Due to
concerns about the site’s location in relation to Nutfield village centre, the
original application was turned down. The challenges for Motion centred on
sustainability, access and visibility.

Despite the lack of footways to local
amenities, the inspector was persuaded
by the proposed mitigation measures,
which help to support cycling. The
development will result in a reduction of
traffic flows on the adjacent Crab Hill
Lane compared to previous uses.

To encourage residents of the development to adopt sustainable travel
modes, each household will be provided with £300 in vouchers which they
can put towards the cost of purchasing new bicycles or bus or rail tickets.
Residents will also be incentivised to make use of Nutfield railway station,
even if the initial part of their journey is by car.
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